
POPE FRANCIS HAS DECLARED THAT THE UNIVERSAL CATHOLIC CHURCH WILL OBSERVE A JUBILEE YEAR 
OF MERCY FROM DECEMBER 8, 2015, TO NOVEMBER 20, 2016. The pope made the declaration on April 11, 2015, 
in front of the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica. The Holy Door, usually bricked up, is opened during a jubilee year. 
In the accompanying papal bull, the Holy Father underscored the universal Church’s “responsibility to be a living 
sign of the Father’s love in the world.”

Jubilee years occur about every 25 years—the last occurred in 2000. These holy years are filled with special  
celebrations and pilgrimages, strong calls for conversion and repentance, and the opportunity to experience 
God’s grace through the sacraments, especially confession.

We invite you to use and share the following resources: to participate in the Year of Mercy with your communities, 

to experience the healing joy of divine mercy and to be vessels of God’s mercy for others.

THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY is a two-page primer describing the purpose of jubilee years, 
Pope Francis’ hopes for the Year of Mercy and how we can all participate.

Included are the scriptural underpinnings to the Church’s teachings on mercy as well as the 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy, which guide us as Christians in bringing God’s grace  
into the world.

“VESSELS OF MERCY” is CRS’ prayer for the Jubilee Year of Mercy, asking God’s blessing  
as he sends us forth as willing vessels of mercy to all, asking that we might move past our 
reluctance and find the grace to go forth and do his will. 

The prayer is suitable for distribution and ideal for praying together in our Christian communities.

THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY: A CRS PRESENTATION FOR CLERGY FOR THE JUBILEE YEAR 
includes a review of Misericordiae Vultus, the bull of indiction for the Year of Mercy, as well as 
Pope Francis’ teachings on mercy and the Church. 

This summary, which will be presented to interested communities by a visiting CRS Global Fellow, 
also explores the meaning of jubilee years and how mercy is treated in Scripture. Finally, it  
provides Jubilee Year of Mercy preaching and parish ministry resources.

THE CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY SLIDESHOW presents images from CRS’ work that 
correspond with each of the corporal works of mercy. It underscores how these works are 
highlighted in Church teaching, how they come alive in the works of the Church and her  
members, and how they are a means of God’s grace in the world.

LIVE MERCY is a series of 90-minute sessions that can be used together or as standalone 
guides for faith-sharing groups. The series makes connections to themes of mercy highlighted 
during the Jubilee Year. The three themes for the series are Live Mercy: Feed the Hungry,  
Live Mercy in the Marketplace and Live Mercy in the Halls of Power.

The sessions are designed to be led by adult facilitators. 

YEAR OF MERCY HOMILY HELPS is designed to assist homilists in making connections  
between Luke’s Gospel and the Jubilee of Mercy so that priests and deacons can keep the 
themes of the jubilee alive in their homilies throughout the next lectionary cycle (Luke).  
The homily helps have been developed by a CRS Global Fellow.

THREE 90-MINUTE SESSIONS
BEST FOR SMALL GROUPS OF 4–8 PEOPLE

DESIGNED FOR PEER FACILITATION

live mercy: 
feed the hungry
A faith-sharing resource for small groups that forms, inspires and 

prepares communities to show Christ’s compassionate love to 

people around the world who hunger. 
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vessels of mercy
a prayer for the Year of Mercy

God of Mercy,

As you have forgiven us
So you send us forth
To bear your message of mercy to all.

Give us willing feet and gentle hands.
Bless us with listening ears and searching eyes.
Endow us with understanding minds.
Ordain us with compassionate hearts. 

In our acts and in our words
Make us vessels of your mercy
To reach out to the broken
On behalf of the father who wipes away our debts
As lovingly as he wipes away our tears
And calls his children home.

Help us lift your people in body and spirit.
And so make every year a year of mercy.

amen

Pope Francis has declared that the Universal Catholic Church  
will observe a Jubilee Year of Mercy from December 8, 2015, to  
November 20, 2016. The pope made the declaration in front of 
the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica. The Holy Door is usually  
bricked up, but is opened during a Jubilee year.

WHAT IS THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY?
Jubilee years occur about every 25 years—the last occurred in 2000. These holy years 
are filled with special celebrations and pilgrimages, strong calls for conversion and 
repentance, and the opportunity to experience God’s grace through the sacraments, 
especially confession.

WHERE IN SCRIPTURE DO WE LEARN ABOUT MERCY?
Jesus’ message of mercy shines all through the Gospels, challenging society and the law 
to see the divine justice present in mercy. His greatest parables tell of an ungrateful 
steward forgiven of his debts, who tragically fails to show the same forgiveness to 
his debtors (Matthew 18:21–35); of a wasteful son who carelessly spends his father’s 
inheritance, only to be embraced by his father when he penitently returns home (Luke 
15:11–32). In his ministry, the Lord reached out to the hated tax collector (Luke 19:1–10) 
and rescued the accused adulteress (John 8:2–11), reconciling them with society and 
with God—and with themselves. This is our calling.

THE JUBILEE year of mercy
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CRS HOMILY RESOURCES FOR SELECT SUNDAYS AND 
FEASTS IN THE EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE OF MERCY

Preaching Resources

INTRODUCTION
The following resources draw on images and insights found in Misericordiae 
Vultus, the Bull of Indiction of Pope Francis for the Jubilee Year of Mercy, and 
on the mission and work of Catholic Relief Services. They are designed to assist 
the preacher in relating the Scriptures for the days selected to our individual 
and community practices of mercy during the Jubilee Year. Each reflection has 
a brief summary of the Gospel for that day (from Year C), an image of mercy, 
an illustration from the mission and work of CRS, and examples of one or more 
practices from the traditional list of corporal and spiritual works of mercy.

NOTE: Quotes from the Bull of Indiction are referenced by its initials—MV—and section 
number and paragraph; e.g., MV #24–2. For further information about the Jubilee Year, 
consult Jubilee of Mercy, the website sponsored by the Pontifical Council for the Promotion 
of the New Evangelization. Preachers may also want to draw a congregation’s attention to 
the numerous references to God’s mercy found in the Eucharistic Prayers, especially the four 
for Various Needs and Occasions.

DECEMBER 8, 2015
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
On the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council, Pope 
Francis will open the Door of Mercy in the Basilica of St. Peter to inaugurate 
the Jubilee Year. Opening the door not only lets us enter the basilica, but also, 
more importantly, lets the people of God, touched by the mercy of God in the 
Word and the bread of life that sustain us, go forth into the world to take up 
the work entrusted to us, the pilgrimage of mercy to all God’s children locally 
and globally. The open doors invite us to move out of our comfort zone, the 
narrow ways we have become accustomed to. The Gospel for the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception expresses the mercy of God for all people in 
Mary’s being called by God to bear a son to be named Jesus, or “God saves,” 
who will be recognized as Son of the Most High. For mercifully, nothing is 
impossible for God. In MV #24, Pope Francis refers to Mary as the Mother of

Jubilee Year of Mercy
RESOURCES

©2015 Catholic Relief Services. All Rights Reserved.    US15248

Find all            Year of Mercy resources at www.crs.org/stories/year-mercy-resources




