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Alice and Rashai  busy at work: Tariro Mhute/CRS 

“I became a builder by fate”: CRS WISH  
project transforms rural women’s lives  

Continued on page 2 >> 

By Tariro Mhute  

Rashai Madhana (49) and Alice 

Makuyana (36) from Buhera South 

sweat under the scorching sun, yet 

they smile happily as they work. Alice 

bends down and passes Rashai a 

brick. Rashai scraps the brick using a 

brick trowel. She methodically pastes 

mortar on the brick and carefully 

places it on the wall under 

construction. As she does so, Alice 

adjusts the leveling strings. Alice and 

Rashai are builders - working in a 

male-dominated trade in Zimbabwe. 

They are setting the bar high against 

all odds. 

“It was never my plan to become a 

builder; I guess it’s fate. It started off 

in our Savings, Income, and Lending 

Communities (SILC) group, which I 

joined in 2020. We were trained on 

how to save money in groups, so we 

pay monthly subscriptions of USD $5. 

Group members borrow money 

which should be returned at interest. 

Eventually, we were offered the 

opportunity to go for bricklaying 

training. In a group of 20 members, 

Alice and I are the only ones who 

grabbed this opportunity. I guess 

others were discouraged because 

bricklaying is a male-dominated 

trade. Worse off in this community 

where people think our place as 

women is the kitchen,” Rashai.  

CRS WISH II Success Story 

On Page One and Two:  Two  

builders, Rashai and Alice break 

barriers and challenge social 

norms.  

Now that I have a job, I don’t struggle 

to get money for my SILC subscrip-

tions. I am always up to date. CRS 

and Caritas transformed my life. I am 

now a happy woman.”  
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Under the Water, Improved 

Sanitation and Hygiene II (WISH II) 

project, Catholic Relief Services, and 

the Caritas Diocese of Mutare 

promoted access to loans by rural 

communities through the SILC 

methodology. Before SILC, most 

community members needed more 

collateral security to get loans from 

the local banks. CRS and Caritas 

promote SILC so that project 

participants can access cheaper loans 

for small businesses or alternative 

livelihoods and social fund for 

emergencies.  

Additionally, through the project, 

CRS and Caritas empowered women, 

girls, men, and boys by training them 

on gender concepts. These concepts 

help them appreciate the equal and 

equitable distribution of resources 

and decision-making power. The 

sessions reduce incidents of Gender 

Based Violence (GBV) which may 

hinder the success of development 

programs. CRS trained women like 

Rashai and Alice in various trades to 

ensure both men and women have 

the skills to earn income. With a 

source of income, women are better 

equipped to make decisions in the 

household together with their 

husbands.  

“I have five children and when I told 

my husband that I had put up my 

name for the bricklaying training, he 

was a bit skeptical. He is also a 

builder, so he questioned if I will be 

able to work. After discussing it, he 

came around and I started training. 

This training changed my life.  

I managed to contribute to the exam 

fee for my firstborn. Together with 

my husband, we mobilized resources 

and started a goat project. I am so 

happy, and I am hoping that my son 

passes his exams and proceeds to 

advanced level. Now that I have a 

job, I don’t struggle to get money for 

my SILC subscriptions. I am always up 

to date. CRS and Caritas transformed 

my life. I am now a happy woman.”  

During the year the WISH project was 

implemented, it reached 170 

participants (146 females and 24 

males).  SILC was inclusive of 

different age groups, people living 

with disabilities, and local leaders. 

Moreover, CRS intertwined SILC with 

hygiene promotion to create healthy, 

gender-inclusive sustainable 

communities.  

“I guess others were discouraged 

because bricklaying is a male-

dominated trade worse off in this 

community where people think our 

place as women is the kitchen” 
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WISH II: The bigger picture! 
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