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Ysidro de Jesus Torrez Laguna waters tomato seedlings
as part of a project that connects farmers with
larger markets in Nicaragua. e program, funded
by the U.S. Agency for International Development,
provides farmers with training on crop diversification,
processing, business and management skills.
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Developing nations are prone to the worst
devastation during climate-related disasters.
Lives, homes, livelihoods, crops and livestock
are among the immediate losses in the wake of
storms and  floods.  Severe  hunger,
malnourishment and disease often follow at
a slower—but just as deadly—pace. Current
weather patterns are already posing challenges
to the strides we have made around the globe
in places where overwhelming poverty makes
living conditions fragile in the best of times.

For Catholic Relief Services, our mission
of assisting the poor and vulnerable around
the world is challenged in new ways by climate
change. Our agricultural programs are adapting
to new and less predictable weather conditions.
CRS emergency programs are helping people
prepare for disasters on an unexpected and
unprecedented scale. CRS is placing major
emphasis on emergency preparation, hoping to
reduce damage caused by drought and flooding.

CRS health programs are responding to the
outbreak of illnesses in places they have never
been. Our water and sanitation work is helping
people gain access to clean water as water tables
drop and sources of surface water become more
difficult to pinpoint.

GOING GREEN

CRS has already made important strides in
reducing our own carbon footprint. Our World
Headquarters building in Baltimore is striving
to achieve a gold LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environment Design) rating from the U.S.
Green Building Council. CRS staff has formed
a Green Office Task Force which—among
other activities—established policies curtailing
the use of Styrofoam and other products that
damage the environment. With help from Santa
Clara University, CRS is evaluating our own
carbon footprint and encouraging staff to reduce
emissions creatively, effectively and efficiently.

This report is printed locally using paper
certified by the Forest Stewardship Council and
containing post-consumer waste. By lowering
our print quantities and making the annual
report available online, we have reduced its
environmental impact by almost half.

You can help us in these efforts by
joining CRS Green Givers, our paperless
monthly giving program. We will use e-mail to
keep you up to date on our important work. For
more information, please visit crs.org/donate/
green-givers.

Visit our 2008 Annual Report online at
crs.org/about/annual-report.
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A girl looks on as contractors near completion of a )

new home for her and her family. When Cyclone Sidr \
came ashore in Bangladesh in November 2007, more

than 363,000 families lost their homes. CRS worked

through partner agency Caritas Bangladesh to J

rebuild 7,300 of them.

B Photo by David Snyder for CRS
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